The European Union and its Arctic endeavour
EU-Arctic policy-making from a critical geopolitical perspective

why space and geography matters:
the construction of space determines foreign policy
behaviour and the development of a related policy toolkit

What is Critical Geopolitics? [s the European Union a geopolitical actor?
CG is a post-structuralist reading and critical- Plenty of studies tried to answer a rather simple question:
constructivist framework of International what sort of (geopolitical) power is the EU?
Relations.

| The EU is a geopolitical subject in the making - an
CG defines space and geopolitical narratives AT g unfinished business in an on-going
as constructed, man-made and 2 | | construction process.

negotiable.
Geopolitics of Dimensionality:

many “centres” form
various geopolitical

(__./ thoughts.

Framing of space implies the
construction of specific
spatial storylines.
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What is the Arctic Uth KOre 3 EU-Arctic policy
for the European | : formulation in-
. p 1 climate change/ ehui'ronment’él impact, -
UnlOll? 2 transport/ maritime safety - / the-maklng:

3 energy/ resources

[s the Arctic a “global
common”? ("global response
necessary’)

Several “milestones”
from 2007 onwards
Russia

Institutional challenges:
“triangle of Commission, European
Parliament and Council

[s the Arctic an extension of EUrope?

[s the Arctic a future area of resource

itati iti : «Brussels =
exploitation and maritime transportation? R R

Commission as Arctic policy “entrepreneur” - External

_ _ _ Action Service as potential future EU-Arctic “leader”?
[s the Arctic a space of environmental and social concern?

preliminary findings
Different types of Arctic perceptions and a related step-by-step institutional learning process
define the development of the EU’s Arctic policy toolkit. HOWEVER one essential political question
remains:

“What does the Arctic actually mean for the European Union?”
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