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The EXACT Poster Exhibition 

In the framework of the EXACT Final Conference 
Prof. Jolyon Howorth (Yale University) opened the 
EXACT Poster Exhibition and Competition. 

The EXACT Poster Competition was decided by 
public ballot of the participants of the EXACT Final 
Conference. The winner of the EXACT Poster Award 
is Andreas Raspotnik with his research poster on 
the „European Union and its Arctic Endeavour“. 
Nicole Koenig was ranked second and Dana Depo 
won the third place.

The European Union and its Arctic endeavour
EU-Arctic policy-making from a critical geopolitical perspective

Andreas Raspotnik
University of Cologne - University of Edinburgh

andreas.raspotnik@uni-koeln.de
Private effort:
Analyst at The Arctic Institute
www.thearcticinstitute.org

An EXACT Marie Curie ITN Research Fellow
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University of Cologne
October 2011 - March 2012

TEPSA, Trans European Policy Studies Association
April 2012 - September 2012

University of Cologne - University of Edinburgh
October 2012 - December 2013

The European Union’s gateways to the Arctic,  co-authored (under review: European Foreign Affairs 
Review, forthcoming)
The Arctic and New Technologies , Arctic Yearbook 2013, co-authored (under review)
The Maritime Dimension of CSDP: Geostrategic Maritime Challenges and their Implications for 
the European Union, Study for EP SEDE Subcommittee, co-authored (2012)
The EU as a shipping actor in the Arctic , SWP Working Paper, co-authored (2012)
The future of Arctic shipping along the Transpolar Sea RouteThe future of Arctic shipping along the Transpolar Sea Route , Arctic Yearbook 2012, co-authored 
(2012)
From ‘Great Wall’ to ‘Great White North’: Explaining China’s politics in the Arctic , Long Post Eu-
ropean Geostrategy, co-authored (2012)
The future of Arctic shipping , Port Technology International, co-authored (2012)

Media Citiations:  The Economist, Printed Edition, September 1st, 2012; Al Jaazera, May 15th, 2013 - publications  of several articles  and op-eds at The Arctic Institute

�’�”�‡�Ž�‹�•�‹�•�ƒ�”�›���Ô�‹�•�†�‹�•�‰�•
Different types of Arctic perceptions and a related step-by-step institutional learning process 

�†�‡�Ð�‹�•�‡���–�Š�‡���†�‡�˜�‡�Ž�‘�’�•�‡�•�–���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡�������ï�•�����”�…�–�‹�…���’�‘�Ž�‹�…�›���–�‘�‘�Ž�•�‹�–�ä�������������������‘�•�‡���‡�•�•�‡�•�–�‹�ƒ�Ž���’�‘�Ž�‹�–�‹�…�ƒ�Ž���“�—�‡�•�–�‹�‘�•��
remains:

“What does the Arctic actually mean for the European Union?”

What is the Arctic
for the European
Union?

Is the Arctic a “global
common”? (”global response
necessary”)

Is the Arctic an Is the Arctic an extension of EUrope?

Is the Arctic a future area of resource
exploitation and maritime transportation?

Is the Arctic a space of environmental and social concern?

                                                         EU-Arctic policy                                                               
formulation in-

                                                                    the-making:
                                                              

                                                          Several “milestones” 
                                                                from 2007 onwards

                                                    Institutional challenges: 
                                        triangle of Commission,  European                                         triangle of Commission,  European 

Parliament and Council

Commission as Arctic policy “entrepreneur” - External 
Action Service as potential future EU-Arctic “leader”?

What is Critical Geopolitics?

CG is a post-structuralist reading and critical-
constructivist framework of International
Relations.

���
���†�‡�Ð�‹�•�‡�•���•�’�ƒ�…�‡���ƒ�•�†���‰�‡�‘�’�‘�Ž�‹�–�‹�…�ƒ�Ž���•�ƒ�”�”�ƒ�–�‹�˜�‡�•��
as constructed, man-made and
negotiable.negotiable.

Framing of space implies the
�…�‘�•�•�–�”�—�…�–�‹�‘�•���‘�ˆ���•�’�‡�…�‹�Ð�‹�…��
spatial storylines.

Is the European Union a geopolitical  actor?

Plenty of studies tried to answer a rather simple question: 
what sort of (geopolitical) power is the EU?

The EU is a geopolitical subject in the making - an
�—�•�Ð�‹�•�‹�•�Š�‡�†���„�—�•�‹�•�‡�•�•���‹�•���ƒ�•���‘�•�æ�‰�‘�‹�•�‰

construction process.

                                                       Geopolitics of Dimensionality:                                                       Geopolitics of Dimensionality:
                                                              many “centres” form

                                                                   various geopolitical
                                                                         thoughts.

why space and geography matters:
the construction of space determines foreign policy

behaviour and the development of a related policy toolkit

The EU��s quest for coherence  
A comparative analysis of  EU crisis management in Africa 

Nicole Koenig (n.koenig@ed.ac.uk) 
 

This research is funded by the European Commission in the  
framework of  the Marie Curie Initial Training Network on EU  
External Action (EXACT). 
The supervisors are Professor John C. Peterson,  
University of  Edinburgh, and Professor Wolfgang Wessels,  
University of  Cologne. 

References 

What is it about? 1 

Why does it matter? 

Research question:  
What factors and mechanisms influence the degree of  
coherence in EU crisis management? 

 

2 

    Academic contribution:  
���� coherence, crisis management, and EU foreign 

policy literatures  
���� theoretical dialogue between constructivists and 

rationalists  
 

5 How is it researched? 

4 Who are the key actors? 
 

   Cases: EU crisis response in… 
���� Libya (2011)  
���� Somalia (2011-2012) 
���� Mali (2012-2013)  

  

c 

[1] Moravcsik, A., 1998. The Choice for Europe: Social Purpose and 
State Power from Messina to Maastricht, London and New York: 
Routledge. 
[2] For example: Finnemore, M. and Sikkink, K., 1998. 
International Norm Dynamics and Political Change. International 
Organization, 52(4), pp.887–917. 
[3] Allison, G.T. and Zelikow, P., 1999. Essence of decision��: 
explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis, New York��: Harlow��: Longman, 
1999. 2nd ed.  
[4] Checkel, J.T., 2007. It ’s the Process Stupid��! Tracing Causal 
Mechanisms in European and International Politics. ARENA 
Working Papers, (26). 
[5] George, A.L. and Bennett, A., 2005. The method of  
structured, focused comparison. In Case Studies and Theory 
Development in the Social Sciences. Massachussetts: MIT Press, pp. 
67–124.
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    Funding and supervision 

Coherence is defined as… 
absence of  contradiction and existence of  synergies 
between various crisis management policies, 
instruments, and activities geared towards a set of  
overarching objectives. 
 

���� better understanding of  the challenges of  
European and multilateral crisis management  

���� implications for the EU’s role as an international 
security actor in Africa… 

3 Which are the causal factors? 

…and so what? 6 

    Practical relevance: incoherence leads to…   
���� duplication and inefficiency  
���� ineffectiveness  
���� loss of  credibility as an international actor 

 

Institutional coherence:  
���� EU level institutional actors  

 
 
 Vertical 

coherence:  
���� France  
���� UK 
���� Germany  

 
 
 

Methods:
���� single cases: process 

tracing4 and thematic 
content analysis 

���� cross-case comparison: 
structured focused 
comparison5 

 

Data: 
���� official 

documents 
and speeches 

���� parliamen-
tary debates 

���� academic 
literature 

���� think tank 
and media 
reports  

���� expert 
interviews 

Liberal inter- 
governmentalism:1
���� national economic 

interests and 
electoral horizons  

���� costs and benefits 
of  collective EU 
action  

���� bureaucratic 
politics2  

Sociological 
institutionalism:3 
���� clashing national 

norms 
���� political insulation 

of  EU-level 
decision-making  

���� formal and 
informal 
coordination 
mechanisms  
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 Matryoshka of EU Foreign Policy

Eastern Partnership through 
the Realist Prism
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Bogdana Depo (UA)
EXACT Marie Curie Researcher 

Currently researching at the 
University of Cologne (DE) and  at  
Charles  University  Prague (CZ).  
In  the  framework  of  the  PhD  

programme  she  was  a  Visiting Researcher at 
the Centre for European Policy Studies (Brussels, 
BE) and the European Institute of Public 
Administration (Maastricht, NL). She holds MAs 
from  the  College  of  Europe (Natolin, PL) and 
Kyiv National University (UA).

Recent publication
Conditionality and election performance within 
the framework of the European Neighbourhood 
Policy – the case study of the 2012 and 2013 
elections in Armenia, Georgia and Ukraine (IEP 
Policy Paper No 3, June 2013 with M. Nasieniak) 

Research Relevance
  
Academic
�̂ �� �8�S���H�M�W�G�Y�W�W���X�L�I���)�E�W�X�I�V�R���4�E�V�X�R�I�V�W�L�M�T���E�W���E�R�� 
 outcome of anarchy in the international  
 system, namely Russia’s hegemony, through  
 the analytical concept of the balance of power.
�̂ �� �8�S���V�I�Z�M�Z�I���X�L�I���V�S�P�I���S�J���6�I�E�P�M�W�Q���E�W���E���X�L�I�S�V�]���S�J�� 
 IR in the study of EU foreign policy.
�̂ �� �8�S���X�I�W�X���6�I�E�P�M�W�Q�´�W���E�T�T�P�M�G�E�F�M�P�M�X�]���[�L�M�P�I���E�R�E�P�]�W�M�R�K�� 
 the EU’s internal structure through the  
 exploration of the interests of the Member  
 States (masters) and the role of the EU  
 institutions (agents).  

Policy-oriented
�̂ �� �8�S�� �E�R�E�P�]�W�I���X�L�I���J�S�V�Q�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���)�E�W�X�I�V�R�� 
 Partnership in historical perspective in order  
 to assess its development as a counter-policy  
 to Russia’s hegemony in the shared region.
�̂ �� �8�S���M�H�I�R�X�M�J�]���X�L�I���M�R�X�I�V�I�W�X�W���S�J���1�I�Q�F�I�V���7�X�E�X�I�W�� 
 in the development of the EU’s foreign policy,  
 as well as the role of the EU institutions in this  
 policy area.
�̂ �� �8�S���I�\�T�P�S�V�I���X�L�I���P�M�Q�M�X�W���S�J���M�R�X�I�K�V�E�X�M�S�R���I�R�Z�M�W�E�K�I�H�� 
 by the instruments of the Eastern Partnership.
 

Research Question
What are the driving forces behind the Eastern 
Partnership?

1. Geopolitical level: Has the Eastern Partnership  
 developed as a result of EU attempts to  
 balance Russia’s hegemony in the region? 
 Hypothesis: International relations tend  
 toward a balance of power aiming to establish  
 equilibrium; therefore, the Eastern Partnership  
 is a mechanism for the EU to balance against  
 Russia’s hegemony in the shared neighbour- 
 hood.
2. European level: What are the interests of  
 the EU Member States and what is the role  
 of the EU institutions in developing the  
 Eastern Partnership? 
 Hypothesis: 1. The security interests of EU  
 Member States tend to prevail over economic  
 and normative interests; consequently, the  
 security factor is the driving force behind  
 the Eastern Partnership. 2. Even though the  
 EU institutions are agents of EU Member  
 States, their role in launching and further  
 development of the Eastern Partnership was  
 decisive.
3. Looking inside the Eastern Partnership:  
 To what extend can the Eastern Partnership  
 foster integration between the partner  
 countries and the EU? 
 Hypothesis: In legal terms the Eastern  
 Partnership instruments bring the partner  
 countries to pre-accession level, fostering  
 their further integration with the EU.  

Geopolitical Level: 
Balance of power

EU Level:
Realism

Shared
Neighbourhood

Eastern 
Par tnership

Prof. Jolyon Howorth, Yale University

To see the full EXACT Poster exhibition please visit: 
http://www.exact.uni-koeln.de/index.php?id=11555&L=01.cz%252Fkalendar%252F
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EXACT is a Marie Curie Initial Training Network on EU External Action. It runs from 2010 to 2013. It consists of the following 
partners: University of Cologne, Charles University Prague, University of Edinburgh, Centre for European Policy Studies, 
Trans European Policy Studies Association, European Institute of Public Administration, Finnish Institute of International 
Affairs, Istituto Affari Internazionali, Institute for World Economics, Research Centre for Economic and Regional Studies, 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences.

Mail from Brussels: Welcome to the Euro-bubble!
Anita Sek
It was 12.09.2011 when my adventure in the bubble began.

Oh yes. I was determined then, under the spell of the 
fairy tale that was Bruges and its College.

Only upon my arrival to BXL with the aim to conquer 
the world of the Cabinet of Commissioner Füle, I 
began to comprehend the power of networking 
at, depending on the day, Place du Châtelain or ‘Plux’. 
Don’t dare to forget your card – networking is power!

The full awareness of this ‘power’ comes after starting a 
real job. It‘s hard to count all the conferences and parties 
I attended, all the policy makers I met, all the kilometres I 

travelled and all the great events organised at TEPSA.

And I enjoy living and working in Brussels for its diverse and 
sometimes almost paradoxical nature. Here you can find 

African, Arab, Polish, Spanish and Turkish (etc.) shops 
in their respective districts, situated just next to Belgian 

chocolate and beer houses. Fancy boutiques contrast with 
the Schuman area under eternal renovation, ‘Bruxelles-Sud’ 
airport is in far-away Charleroi from where planes take you 
to every corner of ‘wider Europe’ for next to nothing. 

Finally, there are my truest friends, for whom I would go 
into the fire (as we romantic Poles say) that make Brussels 
so exceptional.

Fellows at Crossroads: Contemplating the
post-EXACT life
Andrew Byrne, Leonhard den Hertog, Niklas Helwig, James Nyomakwa-Obimpeh and Marco Siddi
The Final Conference left many fellows with mixed feelings. 
On the one hand we are almost finalizing EXACT with its 
formal end in September. However, on the other hand it 
did not feel as if we could truly begin to think about the 
end and beyond. So much work remains to be done: so 
many hours left to write, edit and organize. So, for none of 
the EXACT fellows does September mark the end of their 
PhD research. After three years of training in the EXACT 
programme, 14  ‚Early Stage Researchers‘ face the challenge 
to progress their professional careers. The post-doctoral 
life is demanding, as young researchers are confronted 
with a competitive job market. Nevertheless, the two-track 
approach of EXACT, that allows developing academic skills 
at universities as well as professional skills at two European 
think tanks, might prove beneficial in the future. Four 
examples of post-EXACT life:

For the first 10 months that will follow the end of the EXACT 
programme, Marco Siddi was awarded a scholarship of the 
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD). During this 
period, Marco will complete his PhD dissertation, focus on 
publications and simultaneously extend his policy-oriented 
experience through a stay at the Institut für Europäische 
Politik in Berlin.
Starting from the first of January 2014, Niklas Helwig will 
work for the Finnish Institute of International Affairs (FIIA) in 
Helsinki.  Niklas will continue his research on the EU foreign 
policy architecture and additionally focus on Germany’s 
role in the EU and other issues concerning the future of 
European Integration. 
James Nyomakwa-Obimpeh from Ghana obtained 
expertise on the European political system, which opens 

up many opportunities in his future professional life both in 
Europe and in Africa. In the immediate post-EXACT period, 
James is hoping to obtain the necessary visa to live and 
complete his dissertation in Europe while exploring new 
career options.
Andrew Byrne has been awarded the Nico Colchester 
Fellowship by the Financial Times. The prize, which supports 
young writers, will see him spend several months in early 
2014 working at the Brussels Bureau of the Financial Times. 
In the meantime he remains focussed on completing his 
Ph.D. to a high standard.

The overall themes in post-EXACT conversations among 
fellows are the career choice between universities, think 
tanks or governmental institutions as well as the challenging 
job market. The first refers to our big ambitions whereas the 
second imposes external limitations. Due to rising youth 
unemployment in Europe, the competition for jobs in our 
sector has greatly intensified. The challenges of finding 
decent work are daunting and sometimes discouraging. 
And for several of us, finding a job is not ‘just’ a matter of 
financial or professional concern. 
Like the sword of Damocles, the end of EXACT hangs over 
their possibility to remain in the EU. But, as the EXACT 
programme included thorough training on academic and 
professional skills and combined stays at universities and 
think tanks we are comparatively better placed to face the 
diverse job market of today. In several years, at our first 
EXACT reunion, we will surely find that all fellows found 
their way to make a contribution to scholarship, society and 
policy-making.


